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By Rufo F. Bruan, Jr.

“The success of most Philippine-
educated accountants in this ‘Land of
Opportunity’ can be attributed to two
things: a firm grasp of accounting
principles and practices, and a strong
determination to succeed,” says Bert R.
Golla, a graduate of the Philippine School
of Business Administration and one of 14
Filipino accountants who passed the CPA
examinations given by the Washington
State Board of Accountancy during the
past seven years.

Golla, the first known Filipino to
complete all requirements for CPA
licensure in this state, is a senior fiscal
auditor at King County. On the side, he
operates an accounting practice to serve
the needs of his clients, mostly small
businesses and individuals requiring tax
assistance.

Previously, he was audit supervisor at
the Washington State Gambling
Commission, auditor for Coopers and
Lybrand, one of the Big 8 CPA firms, and
senior auditor at Sycip, Gorres, Velayo
and Co. (SGV), leading CPA firm in Asia.
He finds the accounting profession
“wintell ing and fi .
rewarding.”
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Golla’s professional affiliations
include membership in the American
Institute of CPAs, Washington State
Society of CPAs, CPA Toastmasters Club
and Philippine-American Chamber of
Commerce. An active member, he has
served on the Society’s Governmental
Accounting and Inter-Cultural
Committees.

Similarly impressive track records
have been achieved by the other Filipino
CPAs in this state. N

Sesinando N. Cantor is senior
accountant with a Bellevue CPA firm. He
holds an MBA from the University of
Puget Sound, a BSC, major in accounting,
from Far Eastern University, Manila, and
an LLB from Manuel L. Quezon
University. A CPA-lawyer in the
Philippines, he held a high level position at
the Rizal Commercial Banking
Corporation in Makati, Rizal. He advises
future Filipino CPAs to “sharpen your
skills, broaden your horizon by pursuing
continuing education courses, and strive
for excellence in whatever you do—in your
profession, occupation or business.”

Cesar Q. Castaneda, a product of De
La Salle University and a former auditorat

SGV and Philippine Bankii
Corporation, came to the United Stat
three years ago. Since then, he has work
for Nielsen Bros. Carpets (as accounti:
manager), Rainier National Bank (
internal auditor) and the City of Seatt
his current employer. As fiscal contr
manager at Seattle Center, he
responsible for, among other functior
budgeting, cost accounting, financi
analysis and internal auditing. An etern
optimist, headvises strugglingaccountar
to “always look at the brighter side of life
Jose David works for Pri
‘Waterhouse, a Big 8 accounting firm, a1
holds a bachelor’s degree in busine
administration from the University
Washington. He is a member of t|
American Institute of CPAs and tl
Washington State Society of CPAs.
Rolando O. Dee is complian
accountant for Totem Ocean Trail
Express, a Seattle-based shippit
company with sales offices in major citi
across the United States. He received t
bachelor’s and master’s degrees from tl
University of the East, Manila. Noting t!
relatively large number of compute
related questions in CPA examinatio!
prepared by the AICPA, he says, “it
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